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Composer Note

In 1994 Richard Curtis approached me to write the theme for what was to
become BBC TV’s classic comedy series, The Vicar of Dibley. I felt that the setting
of a familiar sacred text —and the use of some real choral singing — would offset
perfectly the quirky humour of the storylines; as it had also been my ambition
for some time to write a setting of The Lord is my Shepherd (Psalm 23), T was
delighted that the creative team loved the idea.

Thanks to the immense popularity of The Vicar of Dibley on British TV and
elsewhere around the world, I have managed to give a whole new generation
of younger listeners and singers a version of this wonderful Psalm that they can
truly call their own. Indeed, this piece has become a stand-alone choral classic
since it was introduced to audiences through the TV series, and I feel humbled
when I realise that for many people under 30 in the UK and Australia it is the
only tune for The Lord is my Shepherd that they now know. I consider myself
blessed to have been able to share my setting of it with so many others of all
possible backgrounds and beliefs.

Howard Goodall, August 2004
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first performed by the Choir of Christ Church Cathedral, Oxford

The Lord is my shepherd (Psalm 23)

Theme from the BBC TV series The Vicar of Dibley

Psalm 23 Lmdn HOWARD GOODALL
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