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Leaning on the Everlasting Arms is an arrangement of the beloved gospel hymn by A.J.
Showalter and Elisha A. Hoffrnan. Its refrain was inspired by a verse from Deuteronomy
33:27:

"The eternal God is your refuge, and underneath are the everlasting arms.,,

This anthem setting is appropriate for early Lent, stewardship or evangelism, or any time
throughout the year. Additional suggested lectionary readings include Deuteronomy 26: 1-
11, Psalm 91, Luke 4: l-13 and Romans 10: 8b-13. One basic homiletical theme is God as
our refuge and strength.

A,J. Showalter (1858-1924), a pious Presbyterian layman, composed the words and
melody of the refrain. His friend Elisha A. Hoffman (1839-1929), a pastor and author of
over 2,000 gospel songs, added the verses. The hymn was first published in 1887.

In rehearsal, strive for a relaxed gospel rhythmic swing. The syncopations should be
performed with energy and preoision. Sing the entire anthem on staccato "doo" until
uniform ensemble and rhythmic precision ie achieved, Caution the singers against the \l'
dangers of singing too loudly, which adds weight to the sound and makes the rhythms
sluggish. Carefully tune the close harmonies (e.g., mm. 25-28,53-56, etc.), singing them
on a focused neutral syllable such as "noo" until they are propedy blended and balanced.

Mark Eayes is an award-winning concert pianist, composer and arranger of sacred
choral, piano and orchestral music, With over 400 published works to his credit, Mark has
also recorded numerous solo piano albums and has received the Gospel Music
Association's prestigious Dove Award, whioh is the equivalent to a Grammy in gospel
music. A graduate of Baylor University, he has served as an adjunct professor of
composition at Midwestern Baptist Theological Seminary in Kansas City, Missouri.
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